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Response to Comment Letter F 

Individual 

Howard W. Cook 

December 17, 2011 

F-1 The County has not ignored the issue of potential 

impacts to humans from large wind turbines.  In 

particular, Sections 2.6.7 and 2.8.3.1 of the DEIR discuss 

the most commonly raised issues related to human 

impacts: electromagnetic fields, shadow flicker, and 

noise.  In addition, the County Health and Human 

Services Agency (HHSA) carefully evaluated these 

issues and provided a letter to the Planning Commission 

dated July 10, 2012 that concluded, “There are no direct 

pathological effects from wind turbines and that any 

potential impact on humans can be minimized by 

following  existing planning guidelines.” County staff 

has also read the information included in the comment 

letter regarding adverse health effects of wind turbine 

projects.  The County acknowledges that there is much 

disagreement among experts regarding potential adverse 

health effects from wind turbine projects.  The 

information provided by HHSA, as well as the 

information provided by the commenter, will be 

included in the final EIR for consideration by decision 

makers. It should be noted, however, that disagreement 

among experts does not result in an inadequate EIR 

(CEQA Guidelines §15151). 
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F-2 Potential impacts to wildlife are discussed in DEIR 

Sections 2.4.3.1 and 2.4.3.4. 

F-3 County staff has read the attached ordinance from 

Manitowoc County.  While some of the standards in 

the ordinance could be applied in San Diego County, 

this type of detailed ordinance would not be conducive 

to achieving the project objectives for the County of 

San Diego Wind Energy Ordinance. 

F-4 This comment recommends that the County disallow 

wind projects in East County.  This action would 

conflict with the project objectives for the proposed 

Wind Energy Ordinance.  See also response to 

comment K3. 
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